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sake of the flesh, which is esteemed a great delicacy among
them.

A little after sunrise the " karbari/' with two or three other
Lushais, came to say that Rutton Poia would receive me;
accordingly, accompanying them, I entered the low, dark door
of the chiefs house. Inside, I found myself in a long, low
room, where, although the hour was so early, numbers of men
were assembled, sitting along the wall with their backs against
the mat, smoking, while down the centre of the room was the
inevitable line of huge earthen pots full of hill beer, and at
each pot two drinkers sucking up the liquor through reeds.

Making our way through this crowd, who did not incommode
themselves by moving out of the way too much, we passed on
to the further end of the room, where, in a small partitioned
recess with a window looking out over the hills, sat Rutton
Poia, with sundry other chiefs.

I looked at the chief with considerable curiosity, and he at
me with, I daresay, equal interest. He was a small, dark,
athletic man, with a melancholy cast of countenance and large,
stern eyes ; he wore no ornament or insignia of his rank, save
that his mantle was of a finer texture than the ordinary home-
spun worn by other Lushais. On my coming the chief and
those who were with him made no motion of welcome ; but
the tc karbari " showed me a mat, where I and my two attend-
ants seated ourselves. A pause ensued, during which the
chiefs sat like so many brown images, each wrapped round in
Jji$ mantle. Inwardly I fumed greatly at the rough incivility
of these barbarians; bat I had not come all this distance in
order to lose my temper, so I restrained myself and endeavoured
to assume a brown-image-like aspect, as like that of the chief
as possible.

At length Rutton Poia grunted. The " karbari " translated
/,th,i$, sound by saying that the chief wished to know why I had
'iforoiiglit a formidable party of armed men to Ms village. 1
: replied that my men were armed in order to defend themselves
from the dangers of the road; but that, having reached Rutton
Poia's village, I had now no need of arms, as my presence
showed. I requested that the chief would dispose of the con-
tents of a bale which I had brought with me. The said bale